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A Note to Judges 
 

When a minor child or an incapacitated adult receives money through a   
personal injury claim, lump-sum back social security payment, or an        
unexpected inheritance, great care must be taken to ensure that the      
protected person’s assets do not affect his or her means-tested government 
benefits like Medicaid and SSI.  Additionally, a court must be assured that 
the protected person’s assets  are shielded against unscrupulous caretakers, 
opportunistic associates, or even well-intended but oftentimes misguided or 
unsophisticated family members and guardians.   
 
Ordering the protected person’s assets into a special needs trust will provide 
protection for the protected person’s assets against all of the above       
dangers.  When circumstances do not present the court with a trustworthy 
option for a trustee, a not-for-profit pooled special needs trust may be the 
answer.  NFSNI’s pooled trust provides each beneficiary with fully FDIC-
insured accounts, fast disbursement turn-around times, and a commitment 
to provide the safest, most secured, and most dignified access to the trust 
in a manner that benefits only the beneficiary and in a manner that ensures 
continued benefits eligibility.  We are here to ensure that the protected 
person’s assets are used for their intended purpose(s)—and to fulfill the goal 
of a SNT, which is to provide for the highest possible material quality of life 
for a person with a disability.   


